
February 15, 2022

Re: Faith Leaders Call for Legislators to Resist Punitive Policies

To the members of the Illinois Legislature,

It is our prayer that this letter finds you well. As faith leaders representing numerous
denominations across the state, we write with concern about calls for the Illinois legislature to
double down on the failed policies of punishment that brought us mass incarceration. Last year,
you advanced righteous reforms with the passage of progressive criminal justice legislation.
Despite regressive backlash from some law enforcement and legislators, you have done a great
thing by championing justice reform and ought not counteract that progress with policies that
expand incarceration.

As the state continues to implement provisions of recent reforms, we know that some voices are
seeking to imperil the efficacy of this work and drag us back towards the punitive policies that
have failed our communities for decades. On behalf of faith communities throughout Illinois, we
urge you to resist calls for regressive, punitive legislation. Rather than taking us backward, we
are calling on you to boldly take us further down the road to justice by continuing the work that
was spurred and reignited by the nationwide protests in defense of Black lives.

The heart of criminal justice and pretrial reform speaks to the heart of our deeply held beliefs as
people of faith: the belief that each person’s life is sacred, and everyone should be treated justly
and fairly in the systems we allow to govern us. Laws that punish people who are legally
presumed innocent and awaiting trial, or that do not protect people from abuse by a legal
system with a historical penchant for racial discrimination and inequity, violate those principles.
Criminal justice reform honors the truth that no human being is beyond redemption or unworthy
of restoration. By passing laws that focus less on punishment and more on preventing and
repairing harm in our communities, you help lead us toward a safe, thriving, beloved community
in Illinois.

As faith leaders, we commit to move in solidarity with you as you continue to fight for criminal
justice reforms that are restorative, redemptive, and that challenge what is comfortable for many
in order to advance what is fair for all.

May God bless you and keep you,

Signed:

Aryeh Bernstein, Avodah, National Jewish
Educator

Cantor David Goldstein, North Shore
Congregation Israel

Cantor Michelle Drucker, Friedman
Emanuel Congregation

Fr. K. Edward Copeland, Pastor, New Zion
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Misbahudeen Ahmed Rufai, Lamp of Faith
Institute

Omar A Karim, Executive Director,
Ephraim Bahar Cultural Center
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Rabbi Rebecca L. Dubowe, Moses

Montefiore Congregation
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Rev. Beth Freese Dammers, Community
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Rev. Beverly Wilkes-Null, Center for Faith
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Rev. Charing Wei-Jen Chen, Minister of
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Rev. Dr. Ebony D. Only, First Baptist Church
of University Park
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Emerita.
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Restore Justice
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Methodist Church
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Seminary
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Ministry,
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Rev. Nicolette Marie Penaranda,
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America

Rev. Norma Patterson Good Shepherd of
Faith United Church of Christ

Rev. Pamela Rumancik, Unitarian Church of
Hinsdale

Rev. Paula Cripps-Vallejo, Humboldt Park
UMC
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Northern IL Conference of the
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Rev. Randall K. Blakey, LaSalle Street
Church

Rev. Rebecca Gant, Unitarian Universalist
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Rev. Richard Lanford Pastor, St. Peter's
United Church of Christ

Rev. Ryan Wallace, First Presbyterian
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Rev. Sally Iberg, United Church of Christ
Rev. Samuel Paul Jr, Founder/CEO of
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Inc.
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Rev. Susan Frances, Assistant Minister,

Unitarian Church of Evanston
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Rev. Timothy S. Stevens, First
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(UCC)

Rev. Troy Underwood, Covenant United
Church of Christ

Rev. Veronica M Johnson, Hyde Park Union
Church

Rev. Vilius Rudra Dundzila, Peoples Church
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Rev. Violet Johnicker, Brooke Road United
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Rev. William C. Sasso, Minister Emeritus,
Carbondale Unitarian Fellowship

Sally Scheib, Associate Pastor, Bethel
United Church of Christ

Seamus Enright, Pastor, Reynolds United
Methodist Church

Sem. Olivia Riddle, SOUL
Seth M. Limmer, Senior Rabbi, Chicago

Sinai Congregation
Shawna M Bowman, Friendship
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The Rev. Allison Bengfort, Pastor, St. John's

Lutheran Church of Wilmette, IL
The Rev. Dr. Eric Lemonholm, Lutheran

Church of the Good Shepherd
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Lutheran Church
Waltrina Middleton, Executive Director,

Community Renewal Society


